AN AMAZING CAREER 
Maud Younger 
A Personal Appreciation 
By Inez Haynes Irwin 


M aud Younger died in Los Gatos, California, 
on Thursday, June 25. 


The loss that her going means to the great group 
of her friends, to the National Woman’s Party and 
beyond all that to the wide world of women, is 
beyond estimation in words. 


Maud Younger lived four careers—travelled 
citizen of the world, member of organized labor, 
devoted feminist, accomplished hostess. These 
quadruple strands braided into one of the most 
amazing lives of the present older generation of 
American women. Alas that lack of space should 
prevent me from citing more details from her 
3 ag story! I touch only on the more 
obvious. 


In her youth, she spent every summer abroad, 
and all the rest of her life, she was constantly 
going to Europe. Her father, a great surgical 
dentist, lived in Paris; two of her sisters married 

ustrian noblemen. Her social affiliations took 

all over the face of western and middle 
Europe. As a constant visitor to Austria, she told 
me once that she had lived all over that bewitching 
country, she once rode for three days with her 
brother-in-law, an Austrian officer, at the head of 
a company of cavalry. These protracted and con- 
_» stant European visits set her in the international 
point of view which was one of her dominating, 
intellectual slants. 


While she was still very young, in order to find 
out how the working girl was treated she took 
a job as a waitress first in New York and then 
in San Francisco. In San Francisco, she worked 
anonymously in a restaurant tucked away in a 
building which was one of her own real estate 
holdings. She became president of the Waitresses’ 
Union in San Francisco and ultimately a potent 
and picturesque figure in the national struggle 
of organized labor. Single-handed, she lobbied 
through the eight-hour law for women in Cali- 
fornia in 1911. 22 

Always interested in the woman movement, al- 
ways working for it, she came to believe that the 
fight of her own sex for freedom was even more 
important than the fight of labor for hours and 
wages. She threw herself into the struggle for 
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Votes for Women with all the strength and ardor 
of which she was capable. She maintained her 
membership in the American Federation of Labor, 
however. And her union card took her into any 
labor meeting in the country, gained her an in- 
stant audience for a Votes for Women speech. 
As a member of the National Woman’s Party, she 
has served ever since the reorganization in 1921 
as Congressional Chairman. She has always been 
chairman of the Investment and Endowment Fund 
Committee. She was chairman of the committee 
in charge of condemnation of the first home of 
the National Woman’s Party. One of her minor 
careers was that of lobbyist. At this difficult and 
harassing work, she was both diplomatic and dar- 
ing. Her work on the card catalogue on Congress 
became famous the country over. A second of 
her minor careers was that of author and she 
frequently wrote articles about the National 
Woman’s Party. She wrote with great ease and 
informality. A third of her minor careers was 
that of speaker and she spoke to great audiences in 
every State in the Union. She was a delightful 
speaker. 

After she became affiliated with the National 
Woman’s Party, she bought a house in Washing- 
ton, where, in the interests of the party, she en- 


tertained constantly. A steady line of notable 


figures filed through her home. Nowhere in the 
Capitol appeared such picturesque, such brilliant, 


such cosmopolitan groups, citizens of every State 


in the Union, every country in the world, repre- 
sentatives of all races and shades of opinion. 
Among them she passed, a tactful, discreet, at- 
tentive, absorptive hostess, gentle as the cooing 
dove, astute as the ranging fox, resistless as the 
hunting lion, understanding, resourceful, warmly 
receptive and imaginative. And all this for the 
National Woman’s Party. Indeed, she talked, 
thought, breathed and lived the Party. 


Maud Younger’s devotion to Woman—and in 
deference to the deep spirituality of that devotion, 
I spell it with a capital W,“ was the strongest 
trait in her. She was a fighter. But although she 
employed all the heavy artillery of her astounding 


resourcefulness, her heroic courage, her untiring | 
strength, she used the small arms of sensitiveness, 


delicacy and humor. Her humor was delicious, 
evasive, subtle. She is the only woman speaker I 
have ever heard who kept audiences of men in 
roars of laughter. She an amazing 
political-mindedness. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Maud Younger was the most selfless of crea- 
tures. She poured her whole life—everything she 
had and everything she was—into the woman 
movement. She asked no reward—only the priv- 
ilege of fighting. She died in harness. There has 
never lived in this country the equal of her 
spiritual and heroic character. We shall never 
look upon her like again. 


(Signed) Inez Haynes Irwin. 


A DISCUSSION ON THE EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT 


Columbia Broadcasting System, nationwide hook-up, 
Juze 1, 1936, Betty Gram Swing, Congressional Secre- 
National Woman's Party, and Senator Carl A. Hatch, 
of New Mexico. 
Part 2 


, (Continued from July 1) 

Mrs. Swinc: You know about the forty-hour bill in the 
District of Columbia which proposes to limit the work 
of all women? 

Sen. HatcH: Of course. 

Mrs. Swinc: What effect do you think that will have 
on women now employed? 

Sen. Harck: I am pretty sure that a good many em- 

loyers who will want their workers to * in — — 
— will dismiss women and employ men in their places. 


Mrs. Swinc: Then how are such women to be genuinely 
protected? 

Sen. Haren: Only by making the legislation apply to 
both sexes equally. 

Mrs. Swinc: And such a law for women only wouldn’t be 


possible if this Amendment were adopted? 


Sen. Hr: Exactly, that is the point of your Amend- 
ment as I understand it. It lays down a principle. I 
ought to explain, perhaps, that it also wipes 2 
old principle of what is known as the common law. t 
is the old principle that, when a woman marries, she loses 
her legal identity and becomes merged in the person of 
her husband. Blackstone himself described it as a pro- 
tection for women—the old argument. 
At the common law, a husband had added responsibil- 
ities on his wife’s account; for example, he was answer- 
able for his wife’s torts, that is, her misdoings. And in 
return for that, the husband was granted greater priv- 

jleges. But all that is changing. England recently 
passed a law freeing a man from responsibility for his 
wife’s torts. In some instances, wives with property can 
now be held responsible for their husband’s support. 
In some cases, wives have to pay alimony. Are you in 
favor of that, Mrs. Swing? 


Mrs. SWING: Why, of course. If women are to have 
equal rights, they must have equal responsibilities. 


SEN. HatcH: Well, as I was saying, the way to wipe out 
a common law inequality that is not in accord with our 
theory of government is to lay down an accepted prin- 
ciple, and an amendment to the Constitution is the log- 
ical and reasonable place to do it. It gives that prin- 
ciple permanency. It settles the question for all time. 
If you have to fight by States, your battle may go on for- 
ever, as State Legislatures often repeal their own laws. 
And I suppose there will always be attempts to introduce 
3 legislation, unless it is unconstitutional 

o 80. 


Mrs. SWING: Yes, indeed, just as in the New York Law 
that was declared unconstitutional this very day by the 
Supreme Court. Now, Senator, let me ask you this: 
Do you believe that the position of women is gradually 
getting better or worse? 


SEN. Harck: In parts of Europe, of course, it is worse 
than it has been at any time in this century. The 
women of Germany have been driven out of industry 


and politics; women in Italy have lost their status. The 


depression has hurt women everywhere, I imagine, and 
then the rise of the Fascist dictatorships has brought 
with it a revulsion against the equality of women. 
Mrs. SwWInc: What about the tendency in this country? 
Sen. Hare: You know as well as I do that there is a 
tendency in many places against married women in em- 
ployment. It is due, I should think, to the claim that a 
married woman who holds a job doesn’t really need it and 
that she is keeping some man from working. 
Mrs. Swine: And that isn’t the case, would you say? 
Sen. Haren: It certainly isn’t the rule. It stands to 
reason that most of them, nearly all of them, are holding 
down jobs out of dire necessity. If you displace a 
woman who really needs a job, with an unemployed 
man, you haven’t reduced unemployment in any way, 
for the woman then is just as much employed as was 
the man. Most employed women are supporting either 
their families or their parents or some other dependents. 
Putting them out of work simply throws them and their 
dependents on to relief. 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Equal Rights Discussion 
(Continued from Page 2) 


Mrs. Swinc: Aside from the discrimination against mar- 
ried women, would you say the position of women in 
America was improving? 

Sen. Haren: No, I don’t believe it is. I think that many 
people in America rather imagined that, when women 
were given equal suffrage, that was all that they needed 


to have equality. And, of course, suffrage was ag | a 
means, not an end. It gave women political power, but 
— must use that power if they are going to achieve 
f 


uality before the law and in the economic field. 
But when women were given the vote, the interest in 
lity began to decline among women themselves, I 
should say, and then came the depression, which here, as 
well as in ag made the position of women easy to 
attack. Again let me say, women are just as much 
citizens as men and are entitled to have civic and 
economic rights. Any other dispensation is an evasion 
of democracy. The Equal Rights Amendment states the 
principle in a simple, unescapable way. It seems to be 
a thoroughly democratic Amendment, the kind of prin- 
ciple which America stands for. 

Mrs. Swinc: Well, I can promise you it will give many 
women a tremendous encouragement to hear you dis- 
cuss our Amendment from a standpoint of fundamental 
law and principle. It is true, Senator, that you are an 
attorney and have had some years’ ence as a 


judge, ve you not? 

Sen. Hatcu: Yes, I am a lawyer and have been a judge. 

Mrs. SWING: Really, Senator, I myself am frightened 
about what is happening to women in Europe, and I see 
far too many signs of its spreading over here. We get 
reports every week. I shan’t mention names, but thi 
week it’s a famous middle Western university that’s 
dropped all married women teachers as an emergency 
measure, A telephone company in one of our largest 
States has dismissed all married women on two weeks’ 
notice. One of the largest soap factories in the country 
has dismissed all its married women. A big meat packer 
has dismissed all women, not only the married ones. 
I feel sure that these women, and all women who have 
jobs and need to keep them, and all thoughtful women 
everywhere are looking to Congress to give them the 
security that they are entitled to as American citizens. 
The Fourteenth Amendment says that all citizens have 
equality before the law. We need the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to guarantee it to women citizens. And I am more 
grateful than I can say that we have your es 
and wise support in the Judiciary Committee. We really 
need the support of 45 committee and of the Congress. 
So many say it would be possible to go into every State 
and obtain equality by for 
paigns. Well, maybe it would, but I am convinced that a 
constitutional amendment is the easiest and quickest 
way to get equality established once and for all. It took 
75 years to get the Suffrage Amendment. Besides, as 
you have said, Mr. Senator, the question of equality is 
a principle, and the Constitution is the correct place to 
set down a principle. An Amendment is the natural and 
American way of assuring half the citizens of the United 
States their equal rights under the law. 

Now, in closing, let me ask you, don’t 2 yourself 
think that it’s high time for the Senate to do something 
about our Amendment? It’s been before your com- 
mittee now for several years. 

Sen. Hatcu: I should say that that’s up to you women 
as much as to the committee. You have the power to 
force us to be interested in you. 

Mrs. SwWINd: I believe you know very well that we're in- 
terested right now. 

Sen. Well, maybe. 

Mrs. Swinc: If we have to be more vociferous to show 
our interest, we shall; you know we can be. 

Sen. HatcH: Now, Mrs. Swing, I didn’t suggest that: I 
surely hope you will not have to go on another hunger 
strike or spend any more time in jail. 

Mrs. Swi xd: I hope not, too. But I see our time’s up. 
Let me thank you again. Good night, Senator. 

SEN. HATCH: deat night. | 


-eight separate State cam- 


SUSAN B. ANTHONY STAMP TO BE ISSUED 
AUGUST 26 


Postmaster General Farley has announced that 
the Post Office Department will issue a commemo- 
rative three cent stamp “in honor of Susan B. 
Anthony, pioneer woman suffrage leader, on 
August 26, the sixteenth anniversary of the proc- 
lamation of the ratification of the Nineteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution, providing for 
woman suffrage.” The announcement stated that 
requests had been made for a commemorative 
stamp for over two years. 


Statement Issued by the Post Office Department 


“In response to thousands of requests received 
by the Post Office Department during the past two 
and a half years, Postmaster General James A. 
Farley announced last night that a commemora- 
tive postage stamp will be issued honoring Susan 
B. Anthony, pioneer leader in the movement for 
woman suffrage. 

“This stamp will be first issued on August 26, 
1936, which is the sixteenth anniversary of the 
Proclamation of Ratification of the Nineteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States providing for suffrage for women of the 
2 This Proclamation was dated August 

In addition to her work in behalf of woman 
suffrage, Miss Anthony was a leader in every 
movement which had to do with equal rights for 
women. 

In recognition of women's share in the develop- 
ment of this country and their social and economic 
responsibilities in our national life, the Post Office 
Department is issuing this commemorative stamp. 
The new stamp, which will be of the three cent 
denomination, will bear as central motif of its de- 
sign a portrait of Miss Anthony. The place of 
first day sale will be announced at a later date.” 


THE SUSAN B. ANTHONY MEMORIAL 
COMMITTEE 


The Susan B. Anthony Committee has done 
splendid work for over two years in the effort to 
secure this recognition of Miss Anthony’s service 
to the women of the nation, and to the country as 
a whole. | 

Mrs. Ethel Adamson, of New Jersey, a member 
of the National Council of the Woman’s Party, is 
chairman of the committee, Mrs. Emile Berliner 
of the District of Columbia, vice chairman, and 
Mrs. Abby Scott Baker, D. C., a most active mem- 
ber. They, with the other members of their com- 
mittee will have the gratitude of all feminists for 
their unremitting efforts to secure this measure 
of national acknowledgement for a great Ameri- 
can woman. 

Mrs. Adamson had written to the different 
women’s organizations throughout the country, 
asking them to write the Postmaster General for 
the issuance of the memorial stamp at this par- 
ticular time. One of these letters is printed in 
part below. It was sent by the executive secretary 
of the Business Women’s Legislative Couficil of 
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California, Miss Sue Brobst. Miss Brobst’s letter 
to Postmaster General Farley, written on June 
Ist, 1986, calls attention to a letter to her from 
him last September, in which he acknowledged 
that Susan B. Anthony deserved recognition and 
that the many requests for this stamp would be 
taken into consideration at the time the program 
for the 1936 stamps was decided. The letter 
states in part: 

We notice that the new series of stamps to be 
issued are the heads of confederate heroes as well 
as some of our former military leaders 


“We feel sure, that the Government, whose in- 
tention is for peace, would not wish to convey 
to its women the thought that war heroes 
are of greater importance to our present ad- 
ministration than those women leaders of the 
past who are symbolic of liberty and peace for all 
the people. | 

“Hoping it is not too late to issue in recogni- 
tion of the ratification of the Equal Suffrage 
Amendment, a Susan B. Anthony commemofa- 
tive stamp. 


It is gratifying and extremely fitting that this 


stamp 1 be issued at this time, the sixteenth 
anniversary of the winning of suffrage. Without 
the selfless devotion and clear vision of Susan B. 
Anthony and the other pioneer women the amount 


of liberty that American women have today would 


not have been possible. We cannot be too grate- 
tional recognition will be hers. 


RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE ILLINOIS 
COUNCIL OF PROFESSIONAL AND BUSI- 
NESS WOMEN IN MEETING ASSEMBLED 


ON MAY 25, 1936. 


Whereas, we have noted in the declaration of 
principles adopted during the Republican State 
Convention at Peoria, Illinois, that this party 
favors an eight hour bill for women only; and 

Whereas, we are opposed to any form of labor 
legislation based on the sex of the worker; and 

Whereas, we know that such legislation dis- 
criminates against and does not protect the 
woman worker: 

Be it Resolved, That we call upon the leaders. 
of the Republican Party in Illinois to drop such 


unfair principles from their platform when 
adopted. | 


GOVERNOR LANDON’S REPLY 


of letter received in reply to question in regard to attitude 


the Equal Rights Amendment. 
State of Kansas 
Office of the Governor 
May 29, 1936. 

Dr. Dora Hendrickson, 

55 E. Washington Street, 
Chicago, III. 

My dear Dr. Hendrickson: 


I have your letter of May 27th but have made | 


it a policy not to discuss in personal letters any 


of the issues of the campaign. I am attempt- 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


ing to discuss them as far as possible in my 
public speeches. 
Thanking you for your interest, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
ALF M. LANDON, 
Governor. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATION 


Inquiries Regarding Discriminations 
Against Women | 


Speech by Madame Gloerfelt-Tarp, Technical Adviser to 
the Danish Delegation at the International Labor Con- 
ference, Geneva, June 12, 1936. 

n his very interesting report, the Director mentions a 
I study on women’s employment which is now in process 

of being made. 14 the question of rights 
for men and women, the League of Nations has decided 
that the question should be examined in connection with the 
political, civil and economic status of women in different 
countries and it has asked the International Labor Organ- 
ization to examine such as of the problem as lie 
within its competence, cularly the question of eco- 
nomic ality. 

Already in recent years, the International Labor Office 
has made several inquiries concerning the employment of 
women and has published a number of useful works, such 
as Mme. Thibert’s book, The Economic Crisis and the 
Emp of Women, 1933; another by Dr. Judith 
Grunbaum, Rationalization and Employment and the 
Salaries of Women in Germany, 1934; M. Fuss Unem — 
ment, and Employment of Women, 1933, and this year it 
— a study concerning the status of women in 

ernment employment. 

If the International Labor Organization means to con- 
tinue this work, and throughly examine the legal discrim- 
inatins against women, I can assure the Office that every- 
body will be grateful. Some discriminations against 


women's employment have arisen because of the economic — 


crisis. Some have resulted from measures undertaken with 
the view of assuring better health conditions for women. 

It is clearly impossible to obtain exact information con- 
cerning measures which lessen the possibility of the em- 
ployment of women. Suppose that ten women are em- 


~ ployed — f in a particular enterprise, and restrictions 


are im concerning the employment of these women, 
we cannot tell whether or not during the coming years 
one hundred women would have been employed but for this 
restriction. 

If it is impossible to obtain exact data regarding dis- 
criminations which are the outcome of laws and r 
tions, it would be useful to obtain as much informatin as 
possible so that a comparison might be made of different 
countries with regard to the evolution of this problem. 
Such information would be useful to the International 
Labor Conference when it considers restrictive legislation 
regarding women. It would bring before the Conference 
the fact that measures introduced for the puropse of pro- 
tecting women’s health might also have unfavorable con- 

ences. 

he Director mentions that the study of the a 
of women will also touch on the question of wages. his 
last year’s report the Director spoke of the unfair com- 


- petition between men and women. The fact that women 


are paid much lower wages men constitutes in itself 
unfair competition. Wages are of the greatest importance 
to the women workers, of course, but in certain cases wages 


f have a bearing on the question whether a certain position is 


occupied by a man or a woman. Generally women are 
occupied in certain work and men in other work. There 
are, however, occupations in which women are paid less 
than men, and this encourages the employers to engage 
women in preference to men. : 

It is a matter for commendation that a complete study is 
being made of the legislation concerning the employment 
of women, and that this study is to cover the present 
status of women—that is, conditions of employment, wages 
and the general economic status. It is to be hoped that 
this study will throw light on the economic status of women 
as compared with that of men. 8 
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